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he Chicago
TDermatoiogical Society

is not only a
tremendous educational
experience, but the
camaraderie shown among
our members and the many
close friendships generated,
make the CDS a Society in
a class by itself. For these
reasons | always look
forward to attending our
meetings.

Alan E. Lasser, M.D.

s [ look back to my first days attending
meetings as a resident, it is hard to believe 45 years have
passed. 1 recall Frances Senear, Marcus Caro, Henry
Michelson, Stephen Rothman, Louis Brunsting, Hamilton
Montgomery, Clark Finnerud and Samuel Becker Sr., all
discussing and arguing cases at the same meeting. It was by
far the most stimulating time for me. Today, as [ read the
journals and see their names in print, I can still recall
talking to them on a one-to-one basis. Every time I chat with
Jim Howell of Texas, I recall looking at the original slides
and manuscript before he and Marcus Caro wrote up the

“Basal Cell Nevus Syndrome.”
Roland S. Medansky, M.D.

felt from my first meeting as a resident attending the

Chicago Dermatological Society that there was a

standard of excellence which would not be
compromised. Later, many of us felt an obligation to help
continue those high standards. The Chicago Dermatological
Society continues to uphold the strong traditions begun a
hundred years ago.

The Chicago Dermatological Society was the first local
or regional dermatology society to receive the American
Academy of Dermatology’s Excellence in Education Award.

James O. Ertle, M.D.




1901 News

y recollection of the monthly

meetings of the Chicago

Dermatological Society 30 years
ago to the present day is that no
matter what the case presentation,
some member of the Society had
either published on the subject or
had personal experience with the
problem. This included the members
of the Chicago based dermatology
departments, members from Mayo
Clinic or members from the ;
Universities of Minnesota, Wisconsin,
lowa and others. In the early years it
was intimidating for one to stand up
and say anything. In retrospect, the
talent of its members has made the
Chicago Dermatological Society the
great society that it is today. Some of
the exchanges were heated,
especially if the members had a thin
skin problem, but most were friendly,
often with a sense of humor.

Edward §S. Peterka, M. D.
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to have many world-class dermatologists
Glird) g one ofithe 20th Century’s most outstanding, if
mft.tﬁ most outstandingidermatologist, in Dr. W.A. Pusey.
He was one of many others with similar talents over the
years.

y Dr. Hyde, the founder of the CDS, was a world—class
dermatologist in his day. He was one of only two or. three
American dermatologists who attended the first meetmg of
the International Congress of Dermatology in Paris.

J.B. Howell, M.D.
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remember those exciting days in the 60s when dermatologists from around the country, especially from the Mayo Clinic
and the University of Minnesota provided rousing discussions of unusual cases. They illustrated the perceptiveness and
experience that inspired young dermatologists.
Then there was a period in the 70s when | had the energy, along with Doctors Esterly and Rubenstein, to hold meetings at
Michael Reese Medical Center, where the three of us discussed and provided all the patients for the whole Society. In
retrospect, it took a remarkable degree of time and energy, especially comparing this feat to the large staff and resident

programs of today.

Maybe only memorable to myself was when [ presided at my first CDS meeting as President. | was interrupted during the business

‘-’ meeting by a“birthday clown™ sent to sing to me. It ranks very high as both an embarrassing and memorable time at the CDS.

-

David F. Fretzin, M.D.




Premember during the late 60s to early 70s when [ was
at the University of Chicago in my residency, taking the
first dermpath board examination. I remember how Dr.

Herman Pinkus and Dr. Richard Winkleman vouched for me
in the exam, even though they were not from Chicago. Such
was the link with our out-of-state colleagues through the
Chicago Dermatological Society. They came for meetings
even though they were not guest speakers.

I like to relate events of the last century in science, art,
architecture and politics to our centennial celebration. After
all - we are not just dermatologists but human beings too.

Frederick Law Olmstead created “Rooms in Grant
Park,” Wizard of Oz, Sister Carrie, The Jungle

Carl Sandburg & Chicago Poems, Tarzan, Bertha
Palmer promotes Romanticism, Barbizon Impressionists,
World War |

Al Capone, Big Bill Thompson. Louis Armstrong,
Ernest Hemingway, Charlie Chaplin, Mickey Mouse,
Tribune Tower, Wrigley Building, first TV (1925)

First Blood Bank at Cook County Hospital, 1933
Chicago World’s Fair, Great Depression, Merchandise
Mart — Graham Andersen Probst & White; Drama on the
radio - Orson Welles: gospel music, blues, jazz

World War H, Berlin air-lift, swing music —
Benny Goodman

Korean War, Frank Lloyd Wright, Carl Sandburg,
Bill Veeck, Adlai Stevenson, Raisin in the Sun, Marilyn
Monroe, James Dean, Saul Bellow, Gwendolyn Brooks,
Nelson Algren, Studs Terkel, Maria Callas

Richard J. Daley - the Boss, heart transplant,
beehive hairdo, Kennedy, Vietnam War, Black Panther,
Picasso, Miro, Moore, Hugh Hefner and Playboy, Yippies,
Hippies, Anti-War Protestors, John Hancock

Mike Royko, First Test Tube Baby, Joy of Sex,
First recombinant DNA created, last case of smallpox,
Ruth Page School of Dance, Nixon to China, Mayor
Byrne, Watergate, Sears Tower, Water Tower Place

Harold Washington, State of lllinois Building,
Solti with CSO, Tiennaman Square, Madonna,
Terminator, Mt. St. Helens, AT&T, Northwestern Station,
Presidential Towers

Navy Pier, Museum of Contemporary Art,
Museum Campus, Body Piercing, Viagra, Michael Jordan,
Bill Gates, Gene Siskel, Roger Ebert, Berlin Wall.

Ana Eng, M.D.

oy~~~

always have a sense of anticipation when [ attend a

meeting of the CDS. The quality and breadth of the

cases are exemplary. Every meeting is instructive on
various levels — learning about new diseases, techniques
and treatments, and reviewing familiar conditions. The
protocols assembled by the residents are indeed masterful,
[ am well aware of the amount of effort that goes into
making the meetings as polished as they are. | applaud each
department of dermatology for making learning for over 30
years a real pleasure and delight. May they never waver
from this mission.

~ Sam Solomon, M.D.

membership in the Chicago Dermatological Society just

this past May, | have been prompted to think back over
those thirty years. My first memories were of those
meetings while | was still a resident, preparing the writeup
for one of the patients that our institution would be
presenting. This was long before the introduction of the
bound booklets with their lengthy writeups and extensive ¢
bibliographies. At that time no one institution sponsored a*
single meeting; therefore, patients would have to be
cajoled into attending one of these meetings. We wrote and
rewrote the patient workups which were then vetted by Dr.
Lorincz and taped to the wall outside the examining room
on the day of the meeting. We then had to get up before
the entire Society and present the patient’s history,
workup, and treatment; describe the histopathology; and
then defend that diagnosis and treatment. (All of this while

Having received my certificate for thirty years of

being watched by the gimlet-eyed senior members of the
Society camping out in the front row.) Usually you would
be lucky enough in having one of those senior people get
up, propose something that would stir the ire of one of the
other senior people, and then have them go at it. You were
off the hook.

Well, the Society has grown and the meetings have
become more sophisticated in their presentations — but the
learning is still there. Dermatologists and scientists from
around the globe have appeared before the Society to give
lectures that could act like a bolt of lightning to get us
thinking or like a Brahms lullaby to help us nod off. We
have been treated to both the bizarre and the mundane as
far as the patients and their problems. But all of this has
given us an exceptional opportunity to learn. | am most

grateful to the Society.
Tom Andrews, M.




y first Chicago Dermatological Society
meetings were in the fall of 1967, shortly after I
moved back to Chicago. Chicago Derm Society
meetings in those days were quite different
- from today. The patients were seen either at
Cook County Hospital or at the University of
Ilinois Research and Educational Hospital
down the block from County. Half the membe:
would start at each institution and change
places midway through the time allotted for
seeing patients. At that time the other
departments of dermatology in Chicago were
~not involved in organizing these meetings. =

The discussions were always well attended,
and we younger dermatol were always

. ofDermalology. In those ;__déxys- t
. dermatologists and residents

L if anything, and there w‘ere"né d




